Welcome to Maryknoll! Many of us gathered here a few months ago for the groundbreaking ceremony. I am delighted that today we are together again for the inauguration of this project. This will be one of my last official acts as General Superior of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers. I am thrilled to participate in the inauguration of this project before I finish my time in office.
People ask me frequently what is it with Maryknoll, Catholic Missionary priests and Brothers? Why are you so interested in Solar Energy? 
There are a number of our men who are very interested in the technology, some have utilized this technology in distant parts of our world where electricity is not as available as here in the U.S. 
But the real interest is not the technology, the practicality or the economics of this project. Our interest first and foremost is the care of our Common Home. 
This project is one step of so many that are needed to change the course that we are on which is an existential threat to our world and all of us who live in this world.
On September 1, 2021 there was a first in over two thousand years of Christianity. Pope Francis, head of the Catholic Church; The Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, head of the Orthodox Church and Archbishop Justin of Canterbury, head of the Anglican - Episcopalian Church issued a joint statement calling for the protection of our common home, the protection of Creation. It might seem like a small thing but it is a first in two millennia. 
In that statement they point out that the pandemic which is still with us is teaching us that, in fact, we are all in this together. There are three lesions:
“No One is safe until everyone is safe,
Our actions really do affect one another, 
And what we do today affects what will happen tomorrow.”
For many Christians, September is celebrated as the Season of Creation. It is an appropriate time to prepare for the upcoming meeting in Glasgow on climate change. In their statement the church leaders: “call on everyone, whatever their belief or worldview, to endeavor to listen to the cry of the earth and of the people who are poor.” They call us to  Examine our behavior and pledge meaningful sacrifices for the sake of the earth which God has given us.
This inauguration is a very small step, but it is a step in the right direction. What we are doing here, of itself, will not change the existential threat of climate change but together with hundreds of thousands of other projects around the world it will make a difference. Today we are making a difference for ourselves and for others. Tomorrow can be worse or better than today. What we do today is creating tomorrow.
I am grateful to Ecogy which is making this step possible and to the Town of Ossining for their diligence in helping this project come to completion.  There are many people who have made this project a reality from workers to politicians to civic and religious leaders. When we strive together many new possibilities become achievable.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In their statement the three Religious leaders call on all of us to play our part in changing our collective response to the unprecedented threat of climate change and the destruction of our common home. Today we are doing that. Hopefully we are just one example of many hundreds of thousands of men and women around the world who are listening to the cry of the earth and to the cry of the poor, and responding to both cries.
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